Bilsdale Midcable Parish Council

Minutes of meeting held Wednesday 7" January 2026
Chop Gate Village Hall

Present: Clirs M Bowes (Chairman), J Smith, B Heley, S Sanderson, D Jennings
In attendance: C Marsh, J & L Coote and Clerk J Gamble
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Introduction and welcome: The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting

Apologies for absence: Clir Heather Moorhouse

Declarations: None

Minutes of the meeting on 5" November 2025: The minutes were agreed as a true and
correct record and signed by the Chairman

Matters arising: There were no matters arising that do not appear elsewhere on the agenda

North Yorkshire Council:
a) Highways:

1) Aresident informed the Parish Council that the new Seave Green road sign is incorrect.
Members agreed. Resolution: Highways be requested to replace the sign.

2) Aresident commented that the number of deer along the B1257 near Hasty Bank are
becoming a road safety issue. Members agreed. Resolution: Highways be requested to
erect a warning sign on Clay Bank similar to the sign at Newgate Bank.

3) Residents complained about the lack of salt in the 3 plastic bins in Fangdale Beck.
They also fill with water. Resolution: Highways be requested to empty the bins, drill,
drainage holes and refill with salt at regular intervals.

Action: Clerk to contact Highways

b) Parish Liaison: It was felt inappropriate for the Parish Council to respond to surveys as the
value of the survey is questionable and it will be only counted as one of many responses
from residents. There are better ways for the Parish Council to liaise with North Yorkshire

Council. Resolution: The PC will not respond to surveys.

c) Attention was drawn to dead livestock being left at the roadside in Fangdale Beck while
waiting for collection.

Fibre Broadband (Quickline): The progress report from Quickline stated that the main feed is
being redesigned but this should not affect the overall timetable. It is unclear whether this
redesign affects the workplan in Bilsdale. More details on the main feed issue and workplan
are needed. Action ClIr Bowes

It was agreed to contact Building Digital UK to enquire about future programmes that might
help our remote properties that are not included in the current Quickline contract. Action: Clir
Bowes

Mobile phone network (Cellnex): Equipment for 2 companies is now on the mast and work to
continue in a couple of weeks. Mobile phone companies will then add more equipment and do
tests. Resolution: Contact mobile phone companies regarding their plans and timescales.
Action: Clerk

It was noted that currently there are no warning lights on the mast at night. Action: Clerk to
inform Argiva.
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Finance:

a) The expenditure was reviewed and is on track with the forecast. It was noted that to date
the income is £4118 plus forecast of £191; the current expenditure is £6642 plus a forecast
expenditure of £952. The expected year-end balance is £3363.

b) For 2026-27 the projected opening balance is £3363, projected income is £2997.

Speeding Traffic: Expertise is required to understand how to analyse the data. Also, a
backup person is needed for charging the batteries and moving the kit to different locations.
Action: ClIr Jennings to initially work alongside Clir Smith and report back

Police: The November and December 2025 reports were noted

NYMNP Community Forums: It was noted that the Western Area Forum was renamed as a
Community Forum. Members noted that there were a number of community groups in the
parish, but their involvement in the Community Forum would probably depend upon the
agenda items. The Parish Council will continue to be involved. Are individual residents
welcome at these meetings? Action: Clerk to reply to NYMNP

Fangdale Beck Village Hall Charity: The Charity is now set up with 6 trustees and other
people actively involved in discussions to move forward. Resolution: Update information will
be reported to the Parish Council by Clir Bowes when relevant.

BMPC Asset Register: The Progress Report for December 2025 was noted. James Reynolds
to be asked to repair the noticeboard in Fangdale Beck. Action: Clir Bowes

Review and approve Audit documents for 2025:

a) As per the Parish Council’s Risk Assessment, back-up person(s) are required for the
defibrillator checks outside the Sun Inn and Buck Inn. Resolution: It was suggested that this
could be someone at each pub respectively. Action: C Marsh and Clir Bowes

b) The Risk Assessment, Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Asset Register, IT Policy
and Grievance Policy for 2026 were approved and signed by the Chairman. The Council
Policies for Discipline and Code of Conduct for 2026 were approved.

Correspondence: It was noted that the number of power cuts has increased. Without
electricity, residents with boreholes lose their water supply and residents using WiFi for their
mobile phones lose the connection. A lack of mobile phone signals in Bilsdale means
residents don’t receive the messages from Northern Power. Resolution: To ask Northern
Power if there are some local issues we need to be aware of giving so many power cuts.
Action: Cllir Bowes/Clerk

AOB: ClIr Smith announced that she is resigning as a Councillor at the end of March, although
she will continue to assist the Parish Council as a volunteer with the web site and financial
records. Clir Bowes thanked her for all her work as a Councillor and for her support to him as
Vice-Chairperson. Resolution: The vacancy will be advertised with a notice on the notice
boards and an article in the Bilsdale Beacon. Action: Clir Bowes. Members will also discuss
this informally with residents. Action: All Members

Next meeting: The next meeting was confirmed as 7.30 pm on 5" March 2026 in Chop Gate
Village Hall

J Gamble, Clerk  Tel 01642 778342 or 07918 083208 email bmpc.clerk@gmail.com
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